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On Oct. 23, Nicaraguan soldiers and police, accompanied by members of the UN Central American
peacekeeping force (ONUCA) and the Salvadoran army, conducted search operations in several
locations throughout Nicaragua for radio transmission facilities allegedly pertaining to the
Salvadoran Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). The search was conducted at the
request of the Salvadoran government. Salvadoran officials asserted that the rebels had set up
Radio Venceremos equipment in the midst of Salvadoran refugees' Christian base communities
(Comunidades Eclesiasticas de Base Ecumenicas y de Servicios-CEBES). Nicaraguan officials issued
statements Oct. 25 saying that although the search operations failed to turn up any evidence of radio
equipment or "subversives," the government was committed to responding to future charges of
rebel activity in Nicaraguan territory. In an Oct. 26 communique, the FMLN said the operation had
endangered the life, security and liberty of CEBES members, given that the Salvadoran military
has publicly claimed the communities are manipulated or controlled by the rebels. Next, the Frente
asserted that the ONUCA's mandate does not permit participation of Salvadoran military personnel
to "verify or promote the capture of FMLN members in neighboring countries." Consequently, said
the FMLN, the UN will be held responsible for the "abduction, murder or torture" of Salvadoran
refugees resulting from information obtained in the Nicaraguan search operation. (Basic data from
AFP, 10/24/90, 10/25/90, 10/26/90)
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